Recent linyphiid collections from Laos as well as some additional specimens from Thailand and West Malaysia are examined. Six species and two genera are described as new to science: Bathyphantes paracymbialis n. sp., Nematogmus asiaticus n. sp., Theoa hamata n. sp.; Asiagone n. gen. is erected for Asiagone signifera n. sp. (type species) and A. perforata n. sp.; Laogone n. gen. is established for Laogone cephala n. sp. The following new synonyms are proposed: Gorbothorax
Introduction
Tropical climates are commonly considered as being unfavourable for linyphiid spiders. Indeed, most of linyphiid diversity at all levels is confined to temperate and, especially, boreal latitudes. It is in boreal, largely tundra-zones, as well as high up in the mountains, that Linyphiidae appear to reach their maximum abundance and faunistic richness (Chernov 2008; Marusik & Koponen 2002) .
The relatively low number of linyphiid species hitherto recorded in Southeast Asia cannot be accounted for by the territory still being poorly surveyed and its fauna remaining insufficiently known. At present, the fauna of Linyphiidae of Southeast Asia counts a little more than 110 species (Platnick 2014) , most of which are potential endemics probably restricted to islands.
The continental linyphiid fauna of Southeast Asia is studied as patchily as incompletely. Thus, only 18 species are currently known from Thailand, 18 from Vietnam, 17 from West Malaysia, six from Myanmar, one each from Bangladesh and Laos, while no linyphiids are known yet from Cambodia (Tanasevitch 2014) . Most of these are distributed widely enough to be shared at least by two, usually more, of those countries.
Since 2003, Dr. Peter Jäger (Frankfurt/M., Germany) has been actively collecting spiders in Laos. After ten research visits and numerous joint publications with Prof. Bounthob Praxaysombath, his counterpart at the National University of Laos, as well as with several other specialists, a total of 265 spider species have hitherto been revealed in Laos (Jäger & al. 2012, unpublished data) , with only a single of them representing the family Linyphiidae. The goal this paper is to study the undetermined material from the aforementioned collections as well as a to produce the first list of Laotian linyphiids. Etymology. The species name is derived from the Latin word "hamatus, -a, -um", meaning "hook-shaped" and refers to the peculiar shape of the cymbium; adjective.
Diagnosis. The new species is similar to T. tricaudata, but differs well by the hook-shaped posterior cymbial outgrowth (versus nipper-shaped in T. tricaudata), as well as by the shape of the more compact terminal apophysis.
Description. Female. Unknown. Taxonomic remarks. The monotypic genus Theoa was erected by Saaristo (1995) for Theonina tricaudata Locket, 1982, which had originally been described from West Malaysia (Locket 1982) and later found in the Seychelles (Saaristo 1995) . The palp structure, i.e., modified cymbium, totally reduced lamella characteristica and the position of Fickert's gland inside the embolus, clearly supports the generic inclusion of the new species in genus Theoa.
Discussion
As a result, the linyphiid spider fauna of Laos currently contains some 15 species and is unusually highly specific. Only one species, Hylyphantes graminicola, is originally trans-Palearctic in distribution, just marginally occurring in Southeast Asia as well. The remaining diversity is probably represented by southeastern Asian or Oriental autochthons. There still are a few undetermined females in the already existing material from Laos, but, unfortunately, the absence of corresponding male specimens makes the identity of these species unclear.
